
EXCERPT from Rector’s Report (Annual Parish Meeting) 

February 5, 2012 

 

Metrical Records for 2011 
 

 Baptisms: 2 (1 child of parishioners)  

 Chrismations: 2 

 Funerals: 3 (2 parishioners1)   

 Marriages: 0 

 

Thank you 

 

I am thankful to God for the blessings of 2011, my first full year as rector of St Nicholas.  From 

you my family and I have received a great deal of support and kindness.  We are thankful most 

of all for your prayers.  It is a joy to be your priest, and I am grateful that God has called me to a 

place in which there is a spirit of hope, cooperation, and brotherly affection. 

 

[The middle sections reviewing the highlights of 2011 have been omitted in this excerpt.] 

 

Some things to pray about 

 

In 2012, there are a few areas of parish life that need our attention.  Some may seem small.  

Some may seem big.  Some may seem easier to accomplish.  Some may seem much more 

challenging.  In any case, please prayerfully consider the following as we begin a new year of 

ministry at St Nicholas. 

 

(1)  Confession.  Consider coming to confession before Pascha, before Christmas, and at least 

two other times during the year.  Frequent communion is the historical norm in the Orthodox 

Church, but frequent communion must be supported by seasonal confession.  If you would like 

to come to confession every month … just let me know! 

 

(2)  Feast Days.  Consider attending a few Feast Day services during the year if you do not 

already do so.  Attendance at Feast Days which fall during the week varies from five to fifteen. 

 

(3)  Iconography.  Let’s continue to consider replacing any damaged, darkened, or uncanonical 

images with new iconography that returns to the older, traditional styles.  (We have a newly 

established iconography fund which contains $13,000 and is growing steadily through 

donations.)  Fr Mark urged this, and I agree that bringing canonical styles of iconography to St 

Nicholas is important for the long-term health of the parish.  The experience of commissioning 

and welcoming new iconography is also something which will help us grow “in life and faith 

and spiritual understanding,” as we pray just before the Cherubic Hymn at Liturgy. 

 

                                                 
1  One parishioner who fell asleep in the Lord this year was not provided with an Orthodox funeral by 

her family.  Her funeral therefore is not reflected in our metrical records. 



(4)  More prayer at Liturgy.  Let’s consider ways of bringing more people into the worship 

experience of Liturgy.  If you are not in the choir, be sure to pray with the choir where you 

stand.  The Creed and the Lord’s Prayer should always be sung by everyone, but the voice of 

each person is also important at every moment of the Liturgy.  Bringing the choir down from 

the loft (as we already do at our daily services) is one way to promote this.   

Also, we have a growing number of parishioners who are reluctant to climb the stairs for 

physical reasons.  Often, they choose to stay downstairs to receive communion more easily.   

 

(5)  Welcoming children.  Let’s consider ways of making our church space more child-friendly.  

Too often I hear from parents with young children baptized by Fr Mark or myself who say, 

“The kids are too young to bring to church.  They move around too much.  I don’t want to be a 

disturbance.  We will wait.”  That breaks my heart.  In many Orthodox churches, there are open 

spaces without pews, giving children (and adults!) the freedom to move.  And this is good since 

Orthodox worship is something with power that encourages movement!   Also, babies are being 

born to parishioners in a new wave.  And so soon even more folks will begin “dreading” that 

trip to church with a squirmy toddler.  We can do a few things.  We can all encourage parents 

with children and tell them that noise is never a concern.  (If someone dislikes noisy children, 

that should be brought up with me, and not with the parents of the child.  Loving our brothers 

and sisters, as St Paul reminds us, means to “bear their burdens.”  In this way, we “fulfill the 

law of Christ,” he writes (Galatians 6:2).  Also, we can consider removing a few pews here or 

there to create spaces which parents will find more appropriate. 

Ideally, children can wander from their parents into the choir if we combine a few of 

these ideas.  If the choir were downstairs, and if we had a few open spaces in the nave for 

children, then we would encourage more people at younger ages to learn the music of the 

church!  I know that this sounds like a lot, but as I ask, perhaps you can pray about this. 

 

Conclusion 

 

I am so grateful to be your priest, and it is my privilege to be present in a community of 

baptized and believing followers of Jesus Christ who long for growth, both as individuals and 

as a parish family.  I look forward to the opportunities which 2012 will bring, and I am filled 

with hope and joy as I think about the good work which God is doing in our midst. 

 

Glory to God for all things! 

Fr Theophan 


