
  

 

 

 

Little Compline 

 
 

 
 

 
According to the practice of 

 

St Nicholas Orthodox Church 

Salem, MA 

 
 

Priest:   Blessed is our God, always now and ever and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen. 

 

Glory to Thee, O God, glory to Thee.   

 

O heavenly King, the Comforter, the Spirit of truth, who art 

everywhere present and fillest all things; Treasury of 

blessings and Giver of life: Come and abide in us and cleanse 

us from every impurity, and save our souls, O Good One.  

 

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have mercy on us. 

(3x)  

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 

now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.  

 

O most holy Trinity, have mercy on us. Lord, cleanse us from 

our sins. Master, pardon our transgressions. Holy One, visit 

and heal our infirmities for thy Name's sake.  

 

Lord, have mercy. (3x)  

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 

now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.  

 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven.  Hallowed be thy Name.  Thy 

kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 

Priest:   For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, of the 

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever 

and unto ages of ages. 

 

Priest: Amen.  Lord have mercy (12x). 

 



  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 

now and ever and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

 

Come let us worship God our king.  O come let us worship 

and fall down before Christ our king and our God.  O come 

let us worship and fall down before Christ himself our king 

and our God. 

 

Priest: (Now reads the following three Psalms) 

  

Psalm 51 

 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to Thy steadfast love; 

according to Thine abundant mercy blot out my 

transgressions.  Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and 

cleanse me from my sin!  For I know my transgressions, and 

my sin is ever before me. Against Thee, Thee only, have I 

sinned, and done that which is evil in Thy sight, so that Thou 

art justified in Thy sentence and blameless in Thy judgment.  

Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my 

mother conceive me.    Behold, Thou desires truth in the 

inward being; therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.  

Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I 

shall be whiter than snow.  Fill me with joy and gladness; let 

the bones which Thou has broken rejoice.  Hide Thy face 

from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.  Create in me a 

clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me.  

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy 

Spirit from me.  Restore to me the joy of Thy salvation, and 

uphold me with a willing spirit.  Then I will teach 

transgressors Thy ways, and sinners will return to Thee.  

Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, Thou God of my 

salvation, and my tongue will sing aloud of Thy deliverance.  

O Lord, open Thou my lips, and my mouth shall show forth 

Thy praise.  For Thou has no delight in sacrifice; were I to 

give a burnt offering, Thou would not be pleased.  The 

sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and 

contrite heart, O God, thou will not despise.  Do good to Zion 

in Thy good pleasure; rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, then 

will Thou delight in right sacrifices, in burnt offerings and 

whole burnt offerings;  then bulls will be offered on Thine 

altar. 

 

Psalm 70 

 

Be pleased, O God, to deliver me!  O LORD, make haste to 

help me!  Let them be put to shame and confusion who seek 

my life!  Let them be turned back and brought to dishonor 

who desire my hurt!  Let them be appalled because of their 

shame who say, "Aha, Aha!"  May all who seek thee rejoice 

and be glad in thee!  May those who love thy salvation say 

evermore, "God is great!"  But I am poor and needy; hasten to 

me, O God!  Thou art my help and my deliverer;  O LORD, 

do not tarry! 

 

Psalm 143 

 

Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my supplications! In 

thy faithfulness answer me, in thy righteousness!  Enter not 

into judgment with thy servant; for no man living is 

righteous before thee.   For the enemy has pursued me; he 

has crushed my life to the ground; he has made me sit in 

darkness like those long dead.  Therefore my spirit faints 

within me; my heart within me is appalled.   I remember the 

days of old, I meditate on all that thou hast done; I muse on 

what thy hands have wrought.   I stretch out my hands to 

thee; my soul thirsts for thee like a parched land.  Make haste 

to answer me, O LORD! My spirit fails! Hide not thy face 

from me, lest I be like those who go down to the Pit.  Let me 

hear in the morning of thy steadfast love, for in thee I put my 

trust. Teach me the way I should go, for to thee I lift up my 

soul.   Deliver me, O LORD, from my enemies! I have fled to 

thee for refuge!   Teach me to do thy will, for thou art my 

God! Let thy good spirit lead me on a level path!   For thy 



  

name's sake, O LORD, preserve my life! In thy righteousness 

bring me out of trouble!   And in thy steadfast love cut off my 

enemies, and destroy all my adversaries, for I am thy servant. 

 

 

Doxology 

 

Reader: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will 

towards men.  We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship 

Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee for Thy great 

glory. O Lord, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty;  O 

Lord, the Only-Begotten Son, Jesus Christ, and the Holy 

Spirit.  O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, who 

takest away the sin of the world, have mercy on us;  Thou 

that takest away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  

Thou that sittest at the right hand of the Father, have mercy 

on us.  For Thou alone art holy.  Thou alone art Lord.  Thou 

only, Jesus Christ, to the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

Every day will I bless Thee and praise Thy name forever.  

Yea, O Lord, Thou hast been our refuge from generation to 

generation.  I said:  Lord, have mercy on me, heal my soul, 

for I have sinned against Thee.  Lord, to Thee have I fled for 

refuge, teach me to do Thy will, for Thou art my God.  For in 

Thee is the fountain of life, in Thy light shall we see light.  O 

continue Thy mercy unto those who know Thee. 

 

Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this night without sin.  Blessed 

art Thou, O Lord, the God of our fathers, and praised and 

glorified is Thy name forever. Amen.  Let Thy mercy, O Lord, 

be upon us as we have set our hope on Thee. Blessed art 

Thou, O Lord, teach me Thy statutes.  Blessed art Thou, O 

Master, make me to understand Thy commandments.  

Blessed art Thou, O Holy One, enlighten me with Thy 

precepts.  Thy mercy, O Lord, endures forever.  Do not 

despise the works of Thy hands.  To Thee belongs worship.  

To Thee belongs praise.  To Thee belongs glory.  To the 

Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, 

and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

 

 

Symbol of Faith 

All: I believe in one God the Father almighty, Maker of heaven 

and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.  And in one 

Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the only-begotten, 

begotten of the Father before all ages;  Light of Light, true 

God of true God, begotten, not made, of one essence with the 

Father, by whom all things were made.  Who for us men and 

for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate 

of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became man; and 

He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, and suffered 

and was buried; and the third day He rose again according to 

the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven and sits at the right 

hand of the Father.  And He shall come again with glory to 

judge the living and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no 

end.  And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of life, Who 

proceeds from the Father, Who with the Father and the Son 

together is worshipped and glorified, Who spoke by the 

prophets.  In one Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church;  I 

acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins;  I look for 

the resurrection of the dead  and the life of the world to 

come. Amen. 

 

A canon to the Theotokos, 

in the tone of the week,  

may be chanted here. 

(See appendix for Canons) 

 

 

Reader: It is truly meet to bless you, O Theotokos, ever blessed and 

most pure, and the mother of our God.  More honorable than 

the Cherubim, and more glorious beyond compare than the 

Seraphim, without defilement you gave birth to God the 

Word.  True Theotokos, we magnify you. 



  

 

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have mercy on us. 

(3x)  

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 

now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.  

 

O most holy Trinity, have mercy on us. Lord, cleanse us from 

our sins. Master, pardon our transgressions. Holy One, visit 

and heal our infirmities for thy Name's sake.  

 

Lord, have mercy. (3x)  

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 

now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.  

 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven.  Hallowed be thy Name.  Thy 

kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 

Priest:   For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, of the 

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever 

and unto ages of ages. 

 

Reader: Amen.   

 

Troparia 

(The Reader Continues) 

 

In truth you were revealed to your flock as a rule of faith,  an image of 

humility and a teacher of abstinence;  your humility exalted you;  your 

poverty enriched you.  Holy Father Nicholas, entreat Christ our God 

that our souls may be saved. 

 

Blessed Father Herman of Alaska, North Star of Christ’s Holy Church.  

The light of your holy life and great deeds guides those who follow the 

Orthodox way.  Together we lift high the Holy Cross, you planted 

firmly in America.  Let all behold and glorify Jesus Christ, singing His 

Holy Resurrection. 

 

Holy Father Innocent, in obedience to the will of God, you accepted 

dangers and tribulations, bringing many people to the knowledge of 

Truth:  you showed us the way.  Now by your prayers help lead us 

into the Kingdom of Heaven. 

 

Let us praise Tikhon, the patriarch of all Russia,  and enlightener of 

North America. An ardent follower of the Apostolic traditions,  and 

good pastor of the Church of Christ.  Who was elected by divine 

providence, and laid down his life for his sheep.  Let us sing to him 

with faith and hope, and ask for his hierarchical intercessions.  Keep 

the church in Russia in tranquility,  and the church in North America 

in peace.  Gather her scattered children into one flock. Bring to 

repentance those who have renounced the True Faith.  Preserve our 

lands from civil strife, and entreat God’s peace for all people! 

 

__________________________________ 

 

 

Monday evening.   

The memory of the righteous is celebrated with songs of praise, 

but the Lord’s testimony is sufficient for you, O Forerunner.  You were 

shown indeed to be the most honorable of the prophets, for in the 

waters you baptized the One whom you preached.  And suffering with 

joy on behalf of the Truth, you proclaimed even to those in hell the 

God who appeared in the flesh, who takes away the sin of the world 

and grants us great mercy. 

 

Tuesday evening. 

 O Lord save Thy people, and bless Thine inheritance.  Grant 

victories to the Orthodox Christians over their adversaries.  And by 

virtue of Thy Cross, preserve Thy habitation. 

 



  

 

Wednesday evening. 

 O Holy Apostles, intercede with our merciful God that He may 

grant to our souls the forgiveness of sins. 

 

Thursday evening. 

O Lord save Thy people, and bless Thine inheritance.  Grant 

victories to the Orthodox Christians over their adversaries.  And by 

virtue of Thy Cross, preserve Thy habitation. 

 

Friday evening. 

 Thou only Creator, Who with wisdom profound mercifully 

orders all things, and gives to all that which is useful:  Give rest, O 

Lord, to the souls of Thy servants who have fallen asleep.  For they 

have placed their trust in Thee, our Maker and Fashioner and our God. 

 

__________________________________ 

 

Have mercy on us, O Lord, have mercy on us, for laying aside all 

excuse, we sinners offer to Thee, as to our Master, this supplication:  

have mercy on us. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

O Lord, have mercy on us, for in Thee have we put our trust.  Do not 

be angry with us, nor remember our iniquities, but look down on us 

even now, since Thou art compassionate, and deliver us from our 

enemies;  for Thou art our God, and we are Thy people;  we are all the 

work of Thy hands, and we call on Thy name. 

 

Now and ever and unto ages of ages. 

 

O blessed Theotokos, open the doors of compassion to us whose hope 

is in you, that we may not perish but be delivered from adversity 

through you, for you are the salvation of the Christian people. 

 

Lord have mercy (40x). 

 

Prayer of the Hours 

 

Reader: Thou who at every season and every hour, in Heaven and on 

earth art worshipped and glorified, O Christ our God, who 

art long-suffering, merciful and compassionate; Who lovest 

the just and showest mercy upon the sinner; Who callest all 

to salvation through the promise of blessings to come. O 

Lord, in this hour receive our supplications, and direct our 

lives according to Thy commandments. 

 

Sanctify our souls, hallow our bodies, correct our thoughts, 

cleanse our minds, deliver us from all tribulations, evil, and 

distress. Surround us with Thy holy angels,  that guided and 

guarded by them, we may attain to the unity of faith, and to 

the knowledge of Thine unapproachable glory.  For Thou art 

blessed unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

Lord have mercy.  (3x) 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 

now and ever and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

 

More honorable than the cherubim and more glorious 

beyond compare than the Seraphim, without defilement you 

gave birth to God the Word, true Theotokos we magnify you.  

In the name of the Lord, father bless. 

 

Priest: God, be bountiful to us and bless us, show us the light of thy 

countenance and be merciful to us.  Amen. 

 

 

[During Lent, Prayer of St Ephraim, 

Followed by Trisagion Prayers] 

 

 

 



  

 

A Prayer to the Theotokos by the monk Paul  

of the Evergitis Monastery 

 

Priest: O all-pure and incorruptible virgin Bride of God, and our 

sovereign Lady, who made the Word of God one with 

mankind by gloriously giving birth to your Son, and joining 

our fallen nature to his divine nature;  who are the hope of 

the despairing and the support of those in distress, the swift 

defender of those who turn to you, and the refuge of all 

Christians;  do not turn from me, an unclean sinner, who 

have destroyed myself with unclean thoughts, words and 

deeds, and been enslaved by forgetfulness to the carnal 

passions of life;  but have compassion on me, O Theotokos, 

and accept the prayer of a sinner and a prodigal, offered from 

unclean lips.  Exercise your boldness as a Mother, and pray to 

your Son, our Lord and Master, that He will make known to 

me also His compassionate goodness, and overlooking my 

countless sins, will turn me to repentance, and make me 

fervent in doing His commandments.  Be with us always in 

your grace and loving mercy, for you are the fervent helper, 

who turns away the assaults of enemies and guides men 

towards salvation, caring for my unworthy soul at the hour 

of death, and driving from it the darkness of evil spirits.  In 

the Day of Judgment free me from eternal torment, and show 

me to be an heir of the divine glory of your Son and our God.  

Grant this, O Lady Theotokos, by your prayers and 

intercessions, through the mercy and lovingkindness of your 

Only-Begotten Son, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, to 

whom are due all glory, honor, and worship, with the Father 

who is eternal, and His All-Holy, Good, and Life-Giving 

Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

A Prayer to Our Lord Jesus Christ 

by the monk Antiochos 

 

Priest: A grant rest, O Master, to our souls and bodies as we sleep.  

Preserve us from the gloomy slumber of sin and from the 

dark passions of the night.  Calm the impulses of carnal 

desires, quench the fiery darts of the evil one which are 

craftily directed against us.  Still the rebellions of the flesh, 

and put far from us all anxiety and worldly cares.  Grant us, 

O God, a watchful mind, pure thoughts, a sober heart, and a 

quiet rest, free from every vision of the devil.  Raise us up 

again at the hour of prayer, strengthened in Thy precepts, 

and holding within us steadfastly the thought of Thy 

commandments.  Grant that we may sing praises to Thee 

through the night, and that we may hymn, bless, and glorify 

Thine all-honorable name, of the Father, and of the Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  

Amen. 

 

Again, to the Theotokos 

 

Priest: O exceedingly glorious and ever-virgin Theotokos, bring our 

petitions before your Son and our God, and implore Him that 

through you he will save our souls.  Amen. 

 

 

Prayer of St Ioannikios 

 

Priest: The Father is my hope.  The Son is my refuge.  The Holy 

Spirit is my protection.  O Holy Trinity, glory to Thee! 

 

Priest: Glory to Thee, O Christ our God and our hope, glory to Thee! 

 

Reader: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the holy Spirit, 

now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen.  Lord have 

mercy, Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy.  Father bless. 

 



 

 

Priest: O Master, great in mercy, Lord Jesus Christ our God:  

through the prayers of our All-Pure Lady the Theotokos and 

ever-virgin Mary;  through the might of the precious and life-

giving cross;  through the prayers of the honorable Bodiless 

Powers of Heaven;  of the honorable, glorious Prophet, 

Forerunner, and Baptist, John;  of the holy, glorious, and all-

laudable Apostles;  of the holy, glorious, and gloriously 

triumphant martyrs;  of our Father among the Saints, 

Nicholas the Wonderworker, archbishop of Myra in Lycia;  of 

the holy and righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna, 

and of all the saints;  make our prayer acceptable;  grant unto 

us remission of our iniquities;  hide us under the shadow of 

Thy wings;  drive far from us every foe and adversary;  give 

peace to our life;  have mercy upon us and upon Thy world, 

O Lord, and save our souls, forasmuch as Thou art merciful 

and lovest mankind. 

 

Priest: [Making a prostration before the faithful.]  Forgive me a sinner. 

 

All: God forgives.  Pray for us. 

 

 

Concluding Litany 

 

Priest: Let us pray for all Orthodox Bishops, for His Beatitude our 

Metropolitan _______, for His Grace (Eminence) our Bishop 

(Archbishop) ________, for the honorable priesthood, the 

diaconate in Christ, for all the clergy and the people. 

 

All: (Singing.) Lord have mercy.   

 

Priest: For this country, its president, for all civil authorities, and the 

armed forces everywhere. 

 For those who hate us, and those who love us. 

 For those who are kind to us and serve us. 

 For those who have asked us to pray for them, unworthy 

though we may be. 

 For the release of prisoners. 

 For our departed fathers, mothers, brothers and sisters. 

 For those who are traveling by land, by sea, and by air. 

 For those who lie in a bed of sickness. 

 Let us also pray for an abundance of the fruits of the earth. 

 And for every Orthodox Christian soul. 

 For Orthodox hierarchs, and for the founders, members, 

and benefactors of his holy house. 

 For all of our family and friends, and for all who have 

departed this life before us, who here and in all the world 

lie asleep in the Lord. 

 Let us say also for ourselves: 

 

All: Lord have mercy.  Lord have mercy.  Lord have mercy. 

 

Priest: Through the prayers of our holy fathers and mothers, O Lord 

Jesus Christ, our God, have mercy upon us and save us. 

 

Choir: Amen. 

 
 

 

 


